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Visual Analysis of Symbolic Bwldmgs Locationsin the University
- Administration Bwlglng as an Example -
Dr. Turki Hasan Ali Muhammad Ahmad shihab

Assistant Professor Architect
Architectural Engineering department \ Mosul University

Abstract:

One of the main aspects in urban design is to choose the appropriate location for the
dominant buildings because of its effect on the image ability, legibility and way finding
in addition to the aesthetic aspect. Administration building of University has an
important symbolic value through its main function and responsibility that includes
managing of all components of the campus. The relationship between visual
organization properties of administration building of University and the building
location represents phenomena that lacks adequate research endeavors, despite its
importance in organizing Campus site. So there is a need for a clear and precise vision
of this relationship.

Four universities were selected as case studies, include designed university as
Baghdad University, and accumulatively grown universities as Mosul University, Cairo
University and Kufa University. Visual analysis and space syntax approach were applied
to determine and compare the visual attributes of administration buildings of
Universities using relevant softwares. The study outcome showed some similar and
different indicators among universities.

Keywords: Visual Analysis, Visibility Graph, Administration Building of University,
Isovist.
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Visua Integration Visua Control

Universiti Building

value/ Building

Max. avg. Building

vaue avg. vaue

Mosul university 12.2507 5.7178 0.65 0.9201

Baghdad university 13.7572 9.7368 0.97 0.6811

Kufa university 14.307 9.3184 0.95 0.7872

Cairo university 11.2522 6.6961 0.96 0.7264

connectivity isovist area

Universities Baildn

Building 9 | space visible . visible
value/ 5 5 ratio

value ag area(m”) | area(m?) gates

Mosul university 114 0.13 1310275 | 58125 4.4% 1/8

avg.

Baghdad university 765 0.66 1644948 | 328104 19.9%

Kufauniversity 1180 0.89 2065200 | 487300 23.5%

Cairo university 813.64 0.98 171536 59472 34.6%

Aaalal) 4l ) e Lle Jhay G 4 peadd) ) gladdl dae 5 peai¥) sl Jsha Jans (uliie e 52 (3)

Metric Mean Shortest-Path Distance Cluster coefficient

o Building o
Building ) - Building
avg. value/ . .| avg. | Building | =0

vaue value
avg. avg.

Mosul university 687 0.99 . 054 | 048 0.8888

Baghdad . ) 0.55 0.9016

university

Kufa university

Cairo university
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